
Intervention by Ambassador Bhagwant S. Bishnoi, Deputy Permanent 
Representative, in the Ambassadorial-level meeting on the Draft Report 

of the PBC Working Group on Lessons Learned entitled “Institution-
building: the challenges for the UN system” on December 2, 2015 

Mr. Chair,  

Thank you for convening this meeting of the WGLL today. I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend you (Ambassador Motohide Yoshikawa, PR of Japan, Chair of 
WGLL) for the able leadership and guidance provided to the WGLL. Our thanks are also due 
to PBSO for their support to WGLL and PBC.  

India attaches great importance to peacebuilding. We welcome the draftReport 
“Institution-building: the challenges for the UN system”. It addresses one of most important 
aspects of the peacebuilding. My delegation has consistently emphasized the critical 
importance of building democratic political institutions for a strong, stable, peaceful and 
resilient state.  

It is imperative for peacebuilding efforts to align themselves with national priorities and 
ensure that all plans and programmes are implemented under national leadership and 
through national institutions.  This would ensure that gains, even if slow, are sustainable. It 
is necessary to rebuild institutions and infrastructure in nations torn by civil war if we 
want to consolidate peace and avoid a relapse into conflict. A certain amount of external 
guidance is implicit in peacebuilding, but it should not be at the cost of local ownership and 
agenda. It is the primary responsibility of national governments of countries emerging 
from conflict to identify priorities and strategies for peace building in order to ensure 
national ownership. 

 
The  Draft report rightly points out that Institution-building is a long-term process that 
needs to build on existing institutions and take account of the political, social, economic 
and historical context, which is likely to change over time. In order to contribute to long-
term peace, institution-building should address causes and drivers of conflict. It is equally 
important that the   international community must provide consistent and predictable 
financing over an extended period to build and strengthen essential political institutions 
which include the constitution, parliament, political parties, local governance and grass-
root level bodies, the executive branch, electoral commission, etc. The capacity building of 
institutions is of critical importance. 

We concurwith the report's conclusion that Funding for building institutions is often not 
adequate. The Peacebuilding Fund is a crucial actor in supporting efforts to develop 



capacity. In this context, we support the Advisory Group's recommendation that PBF 
should be provided annually with a symbolic 1% of the total of UN peace-keeping budget as 
core funding.  

Mr. Chair, 

At the end, we would like to emphasize that the Security Council should make better use of 
the recommendations of the PBC.  

The WGLL draft report on Institution-building provides several useful inputs and we hope 
that these would be taken into consideration in  the ongoing intergovernmental process on 
the PBA review. 

We thank you, Mr. Chair. 

*** 


